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PREFACE 


This chronology is intended to provide statistical data and a brief sum- 
mary of major events pertaining to the United States Air Forces in Europe 
from its inception on 7 August 1945 through the end of 1980. It is not a 
detailed examination of command activities during this period; the 
reader must consult the USAFE histories on file in the Office of History 
for more detailed information. A new feature is the addition of a Short 
History of USAFE, originally prepared by Lt Col Maurice Maryanow. New 
statistical data includes USAFE personnel strength and aircraft by year, 
1945-1980, and HQ USAFE locations. This edition, prepared by TSgt 
Martin E. James, is based on earlier editions prepared by Dr. R. Bruce 
Harley and Dr. Walton S. Moody. Editorial assistance was provided by Mrs 
Jennifer A. Butler. It will continue to be updated by future editions 
and expanded as more information becomes available for release. 
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Command Historian 
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A SHORT HISTORY OF UNITED STATES AIR FORCES IN EUROPE 


American air power came to Europe in World War II and contributed 
massively to the defeat of the Axis powers. United States Air Forces in 
Europe (USAFE) originated as the Eighth Air Force in 1942 and flew heavy bom- 
bardment missions against the European continent. In February 1944, shortly 
after Fifteenth Air Force was organized in Italy to join the attack on Nazi 
territory from the south, the command was designated United States Strategic 
Air Forces in Europe (USSTAF) and given responsibility for directing opera- 
- tions in Europe and the Middle East. Subordinate units included Ninth and 
Fifteenth Air Forces and a newly constituted Eighth Air Force, which had been 
formed from the VIII Bomber Command. On 7 August 1945, the War Department 
ordered the word "strategic" deleted from the command's title, and it became 
United States Air Forces in Europe. 


After the German surrender an 8 May 1945, the tasks of the Army Air 
Forces included disarming Hitler's Luftwaffe, disposing of surplus American 
and German property, and redeploying air power from Europe to the Pacific. 
When Japan surrendered on 14 August 1945, the redeployment task became one of 
demobilization. The job was to bring American people and equipment home, a 
job which essentially called for USAFE to dismantle itself. But there were 
new challenges to democracy, and USAFE was soon caught between conflicting 
pressures. On one hand was its mission to demobilize while on the other 
hand was the emerging tension of the Cold War. 


At the end of World War II, USAFE possessed 17,000 aircraft supported by 
450,000 personnel, but the command quickly disassembled this war machine. By 
the end of 1946, troop strength had been cut to 33,000, and USAFE had fewer 
than 2,300 aircraft--primarily cargo transport aircraft. Its combat forces 


consisted of only B-17 Flying Fortresses, A-26 Invaders, and P-47 
Thunderbolts. United States defense policy called for still greater reduc- 
tions in USAFE air power. As the theater commander, General Joseph T. 
McNarney told General Dwight D. Eisenhower, then Army Chief of Staff, in 
March 1947, "All I require is an Air Force of about 7,500 to provide air 
transport and communication." 


Even so, the United States did not completely ignore air power in 
Europe. In January 1946, General Carl Spaatz, Army Air Forces Chief of 
Staff, and British Air Marshal Sir Arthur Tedder agreed to insure that four 
airfields in England were equipped to handle American B-29s in the event they 
should deploy to Europe. During November and December 1946, in reaction to 
Soviet expansionism, a flight of six B-29s of the Strategic Air Command 
(SAC) flew to Rhein-Main Airfield and then visited free countries in Western 
Europe. With their reputation as atomic bomb carriers, the SAC B-29s unmis- ._ 
takably demonstrated US support for the countries visited. USAFE's role 
remained limited, nonetheless; its major task was to continue the disarma- 
ment process. By the end of 1947, all operational subordinate commands had 
either been inactivated or redeployed, and only 21,053 military personnel 
remained. A plan for further force reduction--to 9,790 military personnel-- 
was set in motion with a target date for completion by 1 July 1948. This 
plan, however, was halted by the deteriorating political situation in 
Europe. 


In March 1947, with the Soviet Union threatening Turkey and supporting 
communist insurrection in Greece, President Harry S. Truman announced a new 
military aid program which became known as the Truman Doctrine. Thirteen 
months later, Congress passed an ambitious economic aid package, ° the 
Marshall Plan, to rebuild Western Europe. At the same time, the Soviets con- 
tinued their aggressive policy and, in February 1948, subjugated 
Czechoslovakia. The continued use of Soviet military power convinced 
Western leaders of the need for a mutual defense alliance. 


During the last week of June 1948, the Soviets boldly blockaded all 
allied transportation to the city of Berlin. USAFE's C-47 "Gooney Birds" 
began the famous airlift of food, fuel, and medical supplies to the 
threatened city. Later, C-54s and other cargo aircraft augmented the air- 
lift, and a joint British Royal Air Force (RAF) and USAFE task force directed 
the massive operation. SAC B-29 bombers also flew on 30-day (later 90-day) 
rotational tours. These bombers, in conjunction with the striking power of 
the RAF, backed up the airlift and marked the beginning of America's nuclear 
deterrent mission in Europe. USAFE's Third Air Division was activated in the 
United Kingdom to support and operationally control the B-29s. 


- 
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Allied airlift thus frustrated Soviet attempts to isolate Berlin and, 
on 12 May 1949, the USSR lifted the Berlin blockade, although some relief 
flights continued for five more months. During the 15-month airlift, 
approximately 2,326,204 tons of supplies had been transported on 277,264 
flights. The rescue of Berlin bolstered the sense of alliance among the 
Western nations, brought the allies closer to the German people, and dis- 
credited the idea that the United States should maintain only token air power 
in Europe. Despite cutbacks after the crisis, US air power in this part of 
the world now began to grow. The Air Force doubled USAFE's fighter force, 
most notably with the assignment of 75 of the new F-80 Shooting Star jets. 


Formation of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in 1949 
committed the United States to assist in the defense of Western Europe. The 
~NATO Council appointed General Qwight D. Eisenhower as the first Supreme 
Allied Commander Europe (SACEUR) and, on Christmas Day 1950, the United 
States announced that all its military forces in Europe were at the disposal 
of the NATO command. The invasion of South Korea in June 1950 intensified 
the Cold War and further motivated the United States and its allies to 
strengthen air power in Europe. 


USAFE continued to grow during the fifties, as the US Air Force deployed 
advanced weapon systems, acquired new bases, created new organizations, and 
strengthened existing units. USAFE's new aircraft included the F-84 
Thunder jet/Thunderstreak which replaced the F-80s and F-47s. F-86 Sabres 
then supplemented the F-84s and; by the end of the decade, both were being 
phased out to make room for the even more advanced "century" series of super- 
sonic fighters--the F-100 Super Sabre, the F-101 Voodoo, and the F-102 Delta 
Dagger. Also, as early as 1952, B-45s and F-84s had been modified to carry 
nuclear weapons. This modification gave USAFE the capability to conduct 
theater nuclear operations and thus freed SAC for the strategic deterrent. 
Deployment of the Thor and Jupiter intermediate range ballistic. missiles 
(IRBMs), together with the Matador and subsequently the Mace--early cruise 
missiles--was significant for strategic as well as theater deterrence, 
especially since the United States had not then deployed any intercontinen- 


tal ballistic missiles (ICBMs). 


In order to accommodate these expanding capabilities and functions, 
USAFE acquired new German bases at Ramstein, Bitburg, Spangdahlem, Hahn, and 
Sembach. There were organizational changes as well. In 1951, Third Air 
Division was discontinued, but Third Air Force was activated to take over 
USAFE functions in the United Kingdom. In 1953, Seventeenth Air Force was 
activated in French Morocco, moving first in 1956 to Libya and again in 1959 
to Ramstein. In 1955, The United States Logistics Group (TUSLOG) was 
organized in Turkey. Also in 1955, as part of its expanding mission, USAFE 
began supporting the equipping and training of the new German Air Force. By ~ 
the end of the 1950s, however, American strength and expenditures in Europe 
began to decline, partly as a result of the US commitment to deploy ICBMs and 
partly as a result of efforts by the Eisenhower Administration to balance the 
federal budget. In 1958, the Air Force's portion of the defense budget was 
cut by almost one billion dollars. In USAFE, personnel strength declined 
from a 1956 high of 113,477 to 87,660 by the end of the decade. 


The 1960s brought a new set of conflicting pressures. On the one hand, 
there was increasingly close scrutiny of defense dollars spent in Europe. 
This scrutiny originally resulted from the problems of United States gold 
flow and balance of payments deficits and later reflected the economic 
demands of the Vietnam War. On the other hand, both the US and NATO evolved a 
doctrine of flexible response, which required greater defense expenditures 
in Europe. Flexible response demanded a sufficiently strong mix of both con- 
ventional and nuclear weapons to enable allied forces to employ a wide range 
of options in response to aggression. The doctrine also more clearly 
discriminated between the theater nuclear and the strategic deterrent 
missions. 


This policy met its first major test in August 1961, when the Soviet- 
backed East German Government put up the Berlin Wall. The deployment of 
eight Tactical Air Command (TAC) squadrons to Europe and their replacement 
the following October by 11 Air National Guard squadrons augmented USAFE 
strength during this crisis. Over 200 aircraft, mainly F-84s and F-86s, 
deployed to newly activated bases in France. In addition, F-104 Starfighter 
units went to Spain and Germany. USAFE also received new F-105 Thunderchief 


fighter-bombers. 
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With the passing of the Berlin crisis, USAFE continued to experience 
contrary pressures. The Mace, Matador, Thor, and Jupiter missiles in Europe 
were phased out as SAC's continental based ICBMs and Navy Polaris sea 
launched ballistic missiles (SLBMs) assumed the strategic mission. At the 
same time, USAFE received the versatile F-4 Phantom aircraft, which even- 
tually replaced the F-100, F-101, F-102, F-104, and F-105. USAFE also gained 
a new numbered air force in 1966, when Sixteenth Air Force in Spain was 
: reassigned from SAC. 


The command experienced changes in its relations with allies, too. The 
NATO Status of Forces Agreement became effective in Germany in 1963 and, for 
the first time since World War II, US military personnel became subject to 
German law. Still more far-reaching changes resulted from France's sudden 
withdrawal from NATO's integrated military command structure in 1966, 
forcing USAFE to close its facilities in France and relocate forces to 
England and Germany. One important result of this relocation was the dual 
basing of some USAFE tactical squadrons. Although assigned to TAC in the 
United States, these squadrons stood ready to deploy to Europe at a moment's 
notice. 


In the 1970s, USAFE faced the challenge of maintaining sufficient air 
power to support the flexible response doctrine in the face of massive Soviet 
qualitative and quantitative improvements in both nuclear and conventional 
weapon systems. This challenge was made still greater by budgetary 
restraints and by the decline in purchasing power of the United States 
dollar. USAFE responded to these challenges with significant improvements 
in its organization, employment concepts, and weapon system operations. 
Organizationally, there were headquarters realignments and relocations to 
increase economy and strengthen tactical control. In 1973, Headquarters 
USAFE moved from Lindsey Air Station to Ramstein Air Base, where in 1974 it 
became collocated with the newly established Headquarters, Allied Air Forces 
Central Europe (AAFCE). The USAFE Commander in Chief was then assigned dual 
responsibility as Commander of AAFCE. The command's intermediate headquar- 
ters were reduced in size, while Headquarters USAFE increased central con- 
trol. Headquarters Seventeenth Air Force moved from Ramstein to nearby 
Sembach Air Base. 


Improvements in employment concepts included efforts to achieve stan- 
dardization and interoperability of equipment belonging to allied nations, 
an effort designed to simplify supply requirements and strengthen allied 
partnership on the battlefield. Another significant improvement in employ- 
ment was the concept of the collocated operating base (COB), which involved 
the preparation of allied bases to receive American reinforcements in the 
event of an emergency. 


Improvements in USAFE's weapon systems began in the early 1970s and 
continued throughout the decade. Additional F-4s were stationed in Spain, 
the United Kingdom, and Germany. USAFE units in England also received F-11l1s 
and F-5s. The F-15 Eagle, stationed in Germany and the Netherlands in the 
late 1970s, strengthened USAFE's capability to win air superiority. Next, 
the A-10 Thunderbolt II, based in England with forward operating locations in 
Germany, brought a powerful new capability for support of allied ground 
forces. The F-4G Advanced Wild Weasel, based in Germany, enhanced USAFE's 
ability to overcome enemy air defenses. 


All these developments significantly improved USAFE's fighting power, 
with more improvements planned for the future. By the end of the decade, the 
USAFE staff was preparing for deployment of additional new aircraft such 
as the F-16 lightweight fighter. Allied powers, sharing costs, were 
also. preparing to obtain the E-3A Airborne Warning and Control System 
(AWACS), which was expected to greatly refine centralized battle management. 
Finally, there were plans for deployment of the ground launched cruise 
missile, an action that would add yet another dimension to the deterrent 
mission. 


At the present time, the United States Air Forces in Europe, under the 
command of General Charles A. Gabriel, consists of an 1,800-person headquar- 
ters at Ramstein Air Base, Germany, and three numbered air forces, headquar- 
tered at RAF Mildenhall, United Kingdom; Torrejon Air Base, Spain; and 
Sembach Air Base, Germany. The command encompasses 14 wings, 30 groups, and 
170 squadrons located in the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, the Federal 
Republic of Germany, Spain, Italy, Greece, and Turkey, with additional 
personnel stationed in other European and Middle Eastern nations. The 
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command is supported by approximately 55,280 military and 10,700 civilian 
personnel. These men and women continue the USAFE mission, which while 
considerably evolved since World War II, remains constant in its basic 
premise to maintain stability on the European continent and to serve as a 
forward defense for the United States itself. 


ASSIGNED RESOURCES 


(As_of December) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


Lt Gen Cannon 
Continued in Command 


Maj Gen Schlatter 
Continued as Deputy 
Commander 


Brig Gen Kincaid 
Continued as Chief 
of Staff 
ORGANIZATION 


The Mission 


1945 


95,057 (10,096 officers; 54,253 enlisted; 
110 US civilians; and 30,598 European 
nationals). 


9,417 (B-17, B-24, B-26, A-20, A-26, P-38, 
P-47, P-51, P-61, L-5, C-46, C-47, and 
C-53). 


XIIth Tactical Air Command; VIIIth Fighter 
Command; IX Air Force Service Command; IX 
Engineer Command; European Air Transport 
Service (Provisional); Army Air Forces 
European Theater Reinforcement Depot (Pro- 
visional); and Base Air Depot Area. 


One bombardment wing with four groups; two 
separate bombardment groups; two fighter 
wings with ten groups; one reconnaissance 
group; and one troop carrier wing with four 
groups. 


31 airfields and 84 other installations in 
England, France, Belgium, Germany, and 
Austria. 


Lt Gen John K. Cannon, who had become Com- 
mander of USSTAF 3 June, continued to 
command USAFE after 7 August upon resuming 
command from a succession of interim comman- 
ders. 


Until late September, Maj Gen David M. 
Schlatter, Deputy Commander of USSTAF, 
served in the same capacity for USAFE. The 
position was abolished when he returned to 
the CONUS. 


Brig Gen Alvan C. Kincaid, Chief of Staff 
for USSTAF, continued in the same position 
for USAFE. 


On 20 September Headquarters USFET issued a 
directive that essentially reaffirmed 
USAFE's existing mission. Redeployment of 
air forces to the continental US, air intel- 
ligence, aerial mapping, weather services, 
air traffic control, air transport, dis- 
armament of the defeated enemy, and disposal 
of surplus property remained the basic com- 
mitments of USAFE. 


Headquarters USAFE 
Moved from France 
to Germany 


Command Structural 
Changes 

Mediterranean Theater 
OPERATIONS 


Reduction of Resources 


Air Transportation 


Aerial Mapping Project 


1945 


On 28 September Headquarters USAFE offici- 
ally opened at US Army Air Station 197 at 13 
Luisenstrasse, Wiesbaden, Germany, having 
moved there from France during the period of 
19-27 September. The new facility had been 
the Government House for the Hesse-Nassau 
region. 


Ninth Air Force inactivated 2 December. As 
force reductions continued, large numbers 
of lower echelon units inactivated or 
returned to the continental US. 


As USAFE underwent reduction, so did air 
forces in the Mediterranean Theater. 
Twelfth Air Force inactivated 31 August and 
Fifteenth Air Force inactivated 15 September. 


During the August-December period, over 
250,000 airmen returned from USAFE to the 
continental US, military personnel being 
reduced from 315,747 to 64,349. The air- 
craft inventory was reduced, and airfields 
were reduced from 152 to 31 during the May- 
December period. 


On 1 October, the 302d Transport Wing was 
inactivated and succeeded by the European 
Air Transport Service. Its C-47 routes 
covered over 10,000 miles from London to 
Naples; about 40,000 air miles were flown 
daily. 


USAFE's aerial mapping mission involved it 
in Project Casey Jones, the first of a 
series of projects to map major areas of 
western and central Europe, North Africa, 
and islands in the Atlantic for future mili- 
tary use. 
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ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As_of December) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


Maj Gen Edwards 
New Commander 


Brig Gen Barker 
New Chief of Staff 


ORGANIZATION 


Command Structure 
Changes 


1946 


75,618 (5,265 officers; 27,772 enlisted; 
875 US civilians; and 41,706 European 
nationals). 


Total not available, but less than 2,300, 
and included B-17, A-26, P-47, C-45, C-47, 
C-53, L-5, and AT-6. 


XIIth Tactical Air Command; European Air 
Materiel Command; European Air Transport 
Service (Provisional); Army Air Forces 
European Theater Reinforcement Depot (Pro- 
visional); and Headquarters Command. 


Two fighter wings with seven groups and one 
troop carrier wing with three groups. 


33 permanent airfields and other air instal- 
lations, mostly in Germany but two in 
Austria and one in Italy. 


Maj Gen Idwal H. Edwards became commander on 
2 March, replacing Lt Gen John K. Cannon, 
who was reassigned. 


Brig Gen John De F. Barker became Chief of 


Staff on14 March, replacing Brig Gen Alvan C. 
Kincaid, who was reassigned. 


Headquarters Command activated on 12 October. 


Headquarters USAFE (Rear) inactivated on 
25 January in London, England. 


IXth Service Command redesignated European 
Air Materiel Area on 7 October. 


IXth Air Defense Command inactivated on 
1 February. 


VIIIth Fighter Command inactivated on 
20 March. 


Base Air Depot Area inactivated on 25 May. 


OPERATIONS 


Occupation Duties 


Reduction of Resources 


Air Transportation 


Arrival of First Jet 


Yugoslav Incidents 


B-29s in Europe 


1] 


1946 


European Aviation Engineer Command inacti- 
vated on 20 November. 


40th Bombardment Wing inactivated on 
25 December. 


The demobilization mission was nearly com- 
pleted. The German Air Force was disarmed. 
Most of the US surpluses were reduced. 


Military personnel assigned were cut nearly 
50%. The remaining aircraft inventory was 
reduced by over two-thirds. Airfields were 
reduced by half. 


The European Air Transport Service con- 
tinued to provide air transportation until a 
civil aviation function could be restored. 


The first jet aircraft, the F-80 Shooting 
Star, arrived in-theater in April but had 
departed by year's end for necessary modifi- 
cations. 


On 9 August, a European Air Transport Ser- 
vice C-47 on the Vienna-Udine, Italy, run 
strayed into Yugoslav airspace and was fired 
on and forced down by Yugoslav fighters. 
Ten days later another C-47 was shot down in 
the same area. From then until October 
USAFE B-17s flew the endangered route. By 
then the international crisis had been 
resolved. 


In mid-November, at a time of growing ten- 
sion between the US and the Soviet Union, a 
flight of six SAC B-29s flew to Rhein-Main 
Airfield and then began a series of visits 
to air bases -in the free countries of 
Western Europe. The flight commander was to 
survey these bases for possible future use. 
The presence of these aircraft, with the 
B-29's reputation as the carrier of the 
atomic bomb, demonstrated US support for the 
countries visited. The SAC aircraft 
returned home at the beginning of December. 
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ASSIGNED RESOURCES 


(As_of December) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


Lt Gen LeMay 
Assumed Command 


Brig Gen Kissner 
New Chief of Staff 


ORGANIZATION 


New Mission 
Statement 


Redesignation of USFET 


1947 


45,645 (2,510 officers; 18,543 enlisted; 
1,265 US civilians; and 23,327 European 
nationals). 


458 (A-26, B-17, P-47, C-45, C-47, C-53, 
C-54, C-117, F-6, L-5, AT-6, and FA-26). 
Also on hand were 1,247 inactive aircraft in 
storage and 173 awaiting salvage. 


Headquarters Command. 


One troop carrier wing with two groups and 
one fighter group. 


13 permanent installations (ten in Germany; 
one at Tripoli, Libya; one in Austria; and 
one in Liberia). 


Lt Gen Curtis E. LeMay became commanding 
general, effective 20 October. He replaced 
Brig Gen John F. McBlain, who was reas- 
signed. Brigadier General McBlain had 
replaced Maj Gen Idwal H. Edwards, who was 
reassigned, on 14 August as interim com- 
mander. 


Brig Gen August W. Kissner became Chief of 
Staff on 18 November, replacing Brig Gen 
John De F. Barker, who was reassigned. 


A revised mission statement on 28 January 
deleted disarmament of the German Air Force 
as a task since this had been accomplished. 


On 15 March USFET was redesignated as the 
European Command (EUCOM), a US Army Command. 


Creation of Wiesbaden 
Military Post 


Establishment of United 
States Air Force 


Reorganization of 
Headquarters USAFE 
and Elimination of 
Subordinate Commands 


13 


1947 


On 15 September, Wiesbaden Military Post 
was created as the only post in Europe not 
under Headquarters US European Command. The 
post included Wiesbaden Air Base, Lindsey 
Air Station, and Camp Pieri. It not only 
supported Headquarters USAFE but also pro- 
vided logistical support for the American 
Red Cross, United Nations Relief and 
Rehabilitation Administration, War Crimes 
teams, German Youth Activities, and the 
Office of the US High Commissioner for 
Germany. 


On 18 September, the United States Air Force 
became a separate service. Actions soon 
began’ in all USAF commands to make them 
administratively separate from the Army. 
USAFE was recognized as a major command of 
the Air Force, but remained operationally a 
component of EUCOM, which was under the 
Department of the Army. 


USAFE had inherited the organization 
machinery of USSTAF, designed primarily to 
support a wartime program. Faced with an 
austere postwar budget, General LeMay 
geared the command to a peacetime program. 
By subordinating small headquarters special 
staff agencies under larger general staff 
agencies, A-1 through A-6, he reduced the 
number of staff agencies reporting directly 
to the command section from 23 to six. 


In the move to centralize control, all major 
subordinate commands but one were inactiva- 
ted as follows: 


Army Air Forces European Theater Replace- 
ment Depot, 18 January. 


European Air Materiel Command, 15 September. 


XIIth Tactical Air Command, 6 October. 


European Air Transport Service, 20 December. 
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OPERATIONS 


Occupation Duties 


Reduction of Resources 


Air Transportation 


Aerial Mapping 


B-29 Rotational Training 


Military Aid to Greece 


Humanitarian Operation 
Egypt 


1947 


Disposal of surplus property was completed. 
Disposal of excess aircraft was nearly com- 
plete. 


Military personnel assigned were cut 
another one-third. The remaining aircraft 
inventory was cut to nearly the true operat- 
ing level. Airfields and installations were 
reduced also by one-third. Tactical units 
were cut to the minimum. 


The European Air Transport Service contin- 
ued to function until it was phased out 
20 December. 


During the year, the command accomplished 
the aerial mapping of most of western and 
central Europe, North Africa, and major 
islands in the Atlantic. 


Beginning with a goodwill visit on 5 June, 
SAC initiated a series of training deploy- 
ments of Superfortresses to Giebelstadt and 
Fuerstenfeldbruck Air Bases. The aircraft 
were under USAFE operational control while 
in Europe. 


From July 1947 to May 1948, USAFE pilots 
ferried AT-6. aircraft to Greece as a part of 
US assistance in suppressing a Communist 
guerilla revolt in that country. Later 
three C-47s were also sent, together with a 
one-year supply of spare parts for both 
types of planes. 


In September, USAFE flew its first humani- 
tarian mission. This was an airlift of 
vaccines and special aircraft to spray 
insecticide to stem the spread of cholera in 


Egypt. 


ASSIGNED RESOURCES 


(As_of December) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 
Lt Gen Cannon 


Assumed Command 
Again 


Maj Gen Douglass 
New Chief of Staff 


ORGANIZATION 


New Mission 
Statement 


Activation of 3d AD 


15 
1948 


53,064 (4,252 officers; 24,435 enlisted; 
1,010 US civilians; and 23,367 European 
nationals). 


368 (B-17, B-26, P-47, F-80, C-45, C-47, 
C-54, C-82, L-5, RB-26, and T-6). 


7100th Headquarters Command Wing; 3d Air 
Division, England; and Combined Airlift 
Task Force (under joint USAFE-RAF control). 


One troop carrier wing with three troop 
carrier groups and two fighter group. 


12 permanent installations (nine in 
Germany; one in Austria; and two in England) 
and approximately 15 other temporary 
installations. 


Lt Gen John K. Cannon became commanding 
general effective 16 October. He replaced 
Lt Gen Curtis E. LeMay, who was reassigned 
as commander of the Strategic Air Command 
(SAC). General Cannon had previously been 
commander of USAFE, 1945-1946. 


Maj Gen Robert W. Douglass, Jr. became Chief 
of Staff on 14 October, replacing Brig Gen 
August W. Kissner, who was reassigned as the 
SAC Chief of Staff. 


A revised USAFE mission statement issued by 
Headquarters USAF on 4 May deleted disposal 
of surplus property as a task (it had been 
completed). The mission statement 
described a normal peacetime requirement 
for attaining operational readiness and 
providing the training to achieve it. 


The 3d Air Division (Provisional) was estab- 
lished at Marham, England, on 16 July. 
Marham was a B-29 rotational base for SAC 
aircraft. This marked the first time in 
history that US combat forces were stationed 
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The Hobson Plan of 
Reorganization 


Berlin Airlift 
Organization 


OPERATIONS 


Occupation Duties 


Reduction of Resources 


Berlin Airlift 


1948 


in a friendly foreign country during peace- 
time. On 23 August, the word "Provisional" 
was deleted from the designation, and on 
8 September the unit moved from Marham to 
the former USSTAF headquarters building at 
Bushy Park. 


On 1 July, USAFE tactical flying units 
reorganized under the Hobson Plan. Wing 
headquarters bearing the same numerical 
designation as the tactical groups were 
organized and placed in a supervisory capac- 
ity over all combat and support elements on 
a base. Prior to this, the base commander 
was the immediate superior of the tactical 
unit commander. The Hobson Plan reversed 
this situation by elevating the wing head- 
quarters to the highest echelon of command 
and placing the combat support (base) group 
jin the second echelon. This placed the wing 
commander in the proper position of direct- 
ing, rather than requesting, that his flying 
activities be supported. 


With the beginning of the Berlin Airlift, 
Headquarters USAFE created the Berlin 
Airlift Task Force on 29 June. On 31 July, 
this became the Airlift Task Force (Provi- 
sional), which was replaced on 4 November by 
the lst Airlift Task Force. On 28 October, 
meanwhile, the Combined Airlift Task Force 
was established, consisting of US and 
British air units taking part in the 
airlift. 


Disposal of excess aircraft was virtually 
comp leted. 


The target for assigned military personnel 
was 9,790, but troop strength was actually 
14,608 on 30 July. This number rapidly 
increased to almost 30,000 by the end of the 
year due to Berlin Airlift requirements. 


The Berlin Airlift, the Allied response to 
the Soviet-imposed Berlin Blockade, 
occupied USAFE's attention for the better 
part of two years. On 17 March, the Soviets 
walked out of the Allied Control Council 


B-29 Rotational 
Training 


Assignment of F-80s 


17 
1948 


meeting after the Allies rejected their 
demands for restrictions on air traffic 
between the Western Zones and Berlin. In 
April, the US Office of Military Government 
refused to submit to demands of transporta- 
tion officers in the Soviet Zone of occupied 
Germany that military trains between Berlin 
and the Western Occupation Zones. be 
inspected by Soviet personnel. A _ mini- 
airlift to Berlin resulted from the Soviet's 
severance of all passenger train service. 
The next step occurred on 16 June when the 
Russians withdrew from the four-power muni- 
cipal government. Tension increased, par- 
ticularly after an Allied currency reform on 
20 June. On 21 June, Gen Lucius D. Clay, 
the Allied military governor, ordered an 
all-out airlift instituted. The Soviets 
responded with a total blockade of railways, 
rivers, roads, and canals. It also pro- 
claimed East Berlin as a part of the Soviet 
Zone of Occupation. On 26 June, the first 
Berlin Airlift flight took off from 
Wiesbaden Air Base and landed at Berlin's 
Tempelhof Airfield to start an around-the- 
clock operation. The airlift was run by a 
joint task force commanded by Maj Gen 
William H. Tunner. The force consisted of 
men and aircraft from USAFE, the British Air 
Force of Occupation, and flying units of the 
US Navy. French forces and US Army trans- 
port units provided ground support. Flights 
from Wiesbaden and Rhein-Main Air Bases and 
British bases continued into 1949. 


At the outset of the Berlin Airlift, SAC 
augmented its B-29 detachment at Fuersten- 
feldbruck. On 15 July, Headquarters SAC 
ordered two B-29 groups to less vulnerable 
bases in England and terminated the training 
deployments to Germany. USAFE's 3d Air 
Division was to support the Superfortresses 
in England. 


In August, the 36th Fighter Bomber Wing 
(FBW) arrived in Europe by ship with 
seventy-five F-80 jets. Stationed at 
Neubiberg, Germany, the 36th FBW became the 
second combat group in USAFE. 
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ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As_of December) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 
Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


ORGANIZATION 
Activation of 2d AD 


Transfer of 3d AD 


Airlift Organization 


1949 


36,390 (2,421 officers; 14,190 enlisted; 
671 US civilians; and 19,108 European 
nationals). 


381 (B-17, B-26, P-47, P-80, C-47, C-54, 
C-82, L-5, RB-26, T-6, and T-33) plus 149 
inactive. 


7100th Headquarters Command Wing and 2d Air 
Division, Germany. 


Three troop carrier groups and two fighter 
groups. 


9 permanent installations (seven in Germany; 
one in Austria; and one in Greece). 


Lt Gen John K. Cannon, commanding general. 


Maj Gen Robert W. Douglass, Jr., Chief of 
Staff. 


The 2d Air Division (AD) was activated 
14 January. It was the first intermediate 
headquarters in USAFE since the inactiva- 
tion of the XIIth Tactical Air Command in 
1947. The 2d AD was located at Landsberg 
Air Base (AB), Germany. 


At the same time, the 3d AD was reassigned 
from USAFE directly to Headquarters USAF as 
a major command. Headquarters SAC took con- 
trol of B-29 operations in England. 


On 1 September, the Combined Airlift Task 
Force was discontinued. The Ist Airlift 
Task Force, the US component, was inacti- 
vated on 1 October. 


Additional Joint 
Responsibilities of 
Commanding General 


OPERATIONS 


Reduction of Resources 


Berlin Airlift 


MDAP Training 


EUCOM Field Exercise 
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1949 


In November, the Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) 
appointed the commanding general of USAFE 
and the commanders in chief of the European 
Command (EUCOM) and the Naval Forces Eastern 
Atlantic and Mediterranean (NELM) as JCS 
Joint Representatives in Europe. 


On 3 December, the USAFE commander was also 
appointed to membership in the Joint 
American Military Advisory Group in Europe. 


The personnel buildup occasioned by the 
Berlin Airlift was rapidly reduced by 40% by 
the end of the year. 


The USSR capitulated on the Berlin Blockade 
12 May, but airlift stockpiling continued 
for five months more. On 30 September, the 
last *"Operation Vittles" flight was suc- 
cessfully flown to West Berlin. Some 
2,326,204 tons of supplies had been trans- 
ported in 15 months on 277,264 flights. 


Following the signing of the North Atlantic 
Pact which established the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) on 4 April, the 
US Congress passed the Mutual Defense 
Assistance Program (MDAP) legislation. 
Under this act, USAFE began training pilots 
of other NATO countries in November. 


In April USAFE forces took part, for the 
first time, in a EUCOM field exercise, 
Operation SHOWERS. This was part of the 
effort to bring US forces in Germany to a 
high state of combat readiness. 
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ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As_of December) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 
Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


ORGANIZATION 


Change of Commander's 


Designation 


Commitment to NATO 


OPERATIONS 


Arrival of F-84 
Aircraft 


1950 


35,120 (2,437 officers; 13,809 enlisted; 
913 US civilians; and 17,961 European 
nationals). 


366 (B-17, B-26, RB-26, F-84, C-47, C-54, 
C-82, T-6, T-33, and L-5). 


7100th Headquarters Command Wing and 2d Air 
Division, Germany. 


Two troop carrier groups and two fighter 
groups. 


8 permanent installations (seven in Germany 
and one in Austria). 


Lt Gen John K. Cannon, Commander in Chief, 
USAFE (CINCUSAFE). 


Maj Gen Robert W. Douglass, Jr., Chief of 
Staff. 


General Cannon was redesignated as Com- 
mander in Chief of USAFE on 16 January, with 
responsibility for all USAF matters in 
Europe. 


On 19 December, the North Atlantic Council 
appointed Dwight D. Eisenhower as Supreme 
Allied Commander, Europe (SACEUR). On 
25 December, the JCS placed all US military 
forces in Europe under General Eisenhower's 
operational control. These forces were 
committed to NATO, thus beginning USAFE's 
formal role as part of the air power of the 
Alliance. 


The first F-84Es arrived in the theater on 
18 September. The old F-80s were returned 
to the US, and the F-47s were turned over to 
the Italian Air Force. 


USAFE Academy 
Opened 


Support of Korean War 


Humanitarian Operation 


Mercy Mission to India 


21 
1950 


On 3 January the USAFE Academy opened and 
graduated its first senior non-commissioned 
officers on 25 January. Later classes had 
junior enlisted personnel also, and occa- 
sionally a junior officer class. ‘The 
Academy was discontinued on 1 March 1951. 


On 21 July Headquarters USAF directed the 
immediate movement of the 61st Troop Carrier 
Group (TCG) from Rhein-Main Air Base, 
Germany, to McChord Air Force Base, 
Washington, for an "indefinite temporary 
duty." On 6 December, the group moved 
closer to Korean war theater by transferring 
to Ashiya Air Base, Kyushu, Japan. On 
16 December the 61st TCG was reassigned from 
USAFE to:the Military Air Transport Service, 
effective 1 January 1951. 


The Communist attack on South Korea again 
increased international tensions and com- 
pelled the US to strengthen its air and 
ground forces in Europe. The growing impact 
of the Cold War resulted in an expansion of 
USAFE and a shift in mission emphasis. 
Preparations were accelerated to assume a 
larger task as the dominant element of NATO 
airpower in Europe. 


In mid-September, India sent an urgent 
appeal for an emergency airlift of medical 
supplies and serum needed to combat a 
cholera and typhus plague. Several C-54 
aircraft were rushed to India with the 
critically needed supplies. 
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ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As_of December) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


Lt Gen Norstad 
Assumes Command 


Major Geneneral Landon 
New Deputy CINCUSAFE 
and New Chief of Staff 


ORGANIZATION 


USAFE a Specified 
Command 


Establishment of 
Allied Air Forces 
Central Europe 


Activation of Twelfth 


Air Force 


1951 


75,856 (6,198 officers; 44,940 enlisted; 
6,320 US civilians; and 18,398 European 
nationals). 


668 (B-17, B-26, B-29, F-51, F-84, F-86, 
C-45, C-47, C-54, C-82, C-119, C-121, L-5, 
T-6, and T-33). 


Third Air Force, England, and Twelfth Air 
Force, Germany. 


7 (three fighter-bomber wings, one fighter- 
interceptor wing, one bomb wing, and two 
troop carrier wings) 


18 primary installations. 


Lt Gen Lauris Norstad became USAFE Commander 
in Chief on 22 January, replacing Lt Gen 
John K. Cannon, who was reassigned as Com- 
mander of Tactical Air Command (TAC). 


Maj Gen Truman H. Landon became the new 
USAFE Deputy Commander in Chief on 1 July. 
He also replaced Maj Gen Robert W. Douglass, 
Jr., who retired, as Chief of Staff. 


On 21 January USAFE became a JCS-specified 
command, which elevated it to a level equiv- 
alent to EUCOM and NELM. 


On 2 April USAFE assumed new international 
responsibilities with the establishment of 
the Allied Air Forces Central Europe (AAFCE) 
headquarters at Fontainebleau, France. The 
USAFE Commander, Gen Lauris’ Norstad, 
assumed a second role as Commander in Chief, 
AAFCE. 


The Twelfth Air Force was activated at 
Wiesbaden on 21 January, and was assigned to 
USAFE to meet the command's tactical air 
commitments to NATO and to operate as the 


Establishment of 
Third Air Force 


Establishment of a 
USAF Depot in France 


First Unit in Morocco 


First NATO Unit 


OPERATIONS 
Arrival of F-86s 


Bombers to France 


Humanitarian Operation 


Locust Plague in India 


cy 


1951 


air component of USEUCOM. All USAFE tacti- 
cal units on the continent were placed under 
the Twelfth's operational control. Upon the 
activation of AAFCE, the Twelfth Air Force 
was assigned to it for operational control 
in emergencies and exercises. 


The 3d Air Division in England was reas- 
Signed to USAFE on 21 January. The division 
was discontinued on 1 May and the Third Air 
Force established in its place. 


In February US and French officials signed 
an agreement for the establishment of a USAF 
depot at Chateauroux, in central France, 
with the two-fold mission of providing USAF 
materiel and technical aid to recipient 
countries under MDAP and also furnishing 
logistical support to USAFE activities. 
Further US-France negotiations in 1951 
resulted in an agreement establishing USAFE 
bases at Chaumont, Laon, and Toul in eastern 
France and airfield sites in the French Zone 
of Occupation west of the Rhine River. 


In February, the 7019th Base Complement 
Squadron (Provisional) was established at 
Casablanca in French Morocco as the advance 
element for the 80th Air Depot Wing, which 
was located in March at nearby Nouasseur Air 
Base, and was charged with providing logis- 
tical support for all USAF activities in 
Morocco. This included SAC's 5th Air Divi- 
Sion which opened at Rabat on 14 June. 


The 433d Troop Carrier Wing arrived at 
Rhein-Main AB, Germany, on 29 July as the 
first American air unit brought overseas 
specifically to support NATO. 


The new F-86 aircraft had arrived at the 
81st Fighter-Interceptor Wing by 9 September. 


The 126th Bomb Wing (Light), equipped with 
B-26s, arrived at Bordeaux AB on 16 December, 
the first USAF combat unit to arrive in 
France during the NATO buildup. 


In May USAFE responded to a plea by India by 
providing two C-47s for insecticide spray- 
ing operations in the locust-plagued area 
around Delhi. 
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ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As_of December) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


ORGANIZATION 


Activation of 
Fourth ATAF 


1952 


98,302 (8,758 officers; 64,446 enlisted; 
10,314 US civilians; and 14,784 European 
nationals). 


1,025 (B-26, B-29, B-45, F-84, F-86, C-45, 
C-47, C-54, C-82, C-97, C-117, C-119, C-121, 
L-5, RB-17, RB-26, RB-50, RC-47, RF-80, 
SA-16, 1-6, 1-33, TB-26, TB-29, VB-17, 
VC-47, VC-53, and VC-54). 


Third Air Force, England, and Twelfth Air 
Force, Germany. 


11 (five fighter-bomber wings, one fighter- 
interceptor wing, two bomb wings, one tacti- 
cal reconnaissance wing, and two troop 
carrier wings). 


22 primary installations. 


Lt Gen Lauris Norstad (later General), USAFE 
Commander in Chief. 


Maj Gen Truman H. Landon, Vice Commander in 
Chief and Chief of Staff (position designa- 
tion changed from Deputy Commander to Vice 
Commander on 10 October). 


USAFE's expanding international responsi- 
bilities resulted in more clearly defined 
tactical force commitments to NATO when the 
Twelfth Air Force was assigned on 2 April as 
an operational command of the Fourth Allied 
Tactical Air Force (ATAF) which was estab- 
lished at Landsberg AB, Germany, on the same 
date. The Commander of Twelfth Air Force 
assumed a second job as Commander of Fourth 
ATAF. 


Activation of 
New USEUCOM 


Units in Turkey 


New European Bases 


OPERATIONS 


Tactical Nuclear 
Capability 


25 
1952 


Theater command relationships were adjusted 
on 1 August with the activation of a new US 
European Command (USEUCOM) at Frankfurt, 
Germany. The new USEUCOM comprised as major 
component commands USAFE, NELM, and a newly 
designated US Army in Europe (USAREUR), 
formed from the old EUCOM. Gen Matthew B. 
Ridgway, the SACEUR, assumed a second posi- 
tion as US Commander in Chief, Europe 
(USCINCEUR). 


When. Turkey became a member of NATO on 
18 February, the growing influx of more 
American personnel, in addition to Truman 
Doctrine (1947) aid personnel, accelerated 
an existing problem of logistical support. 
Consequently, the nucleus of the future US 
Logistic Command began appearing in the form 
of field detachments soon to be placed under 
the jurisdiction of Seventeenth Air Force. 


As a part of the NATO buildup, new base 
sites were acquired at Landstuhl, Germany, 
and nearby Ramstein; also four other sites 
were negotiated for in the French Zone of 
Occupation at Bitburg, Spangdahlem, Hahn, 
and Sembach. 


During the summer, the 49th Air Division 
(Operational) arrived in England. This 
division had B-45s and F-84s modified to 
carry atomic weapons. Thus USAFE had the 
means to conduct tactical nuclear opera- 
tions, freeing SAC forces for the strategic 
offensive. 
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ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As_of December) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


Lt Gen Tunner 
New CINCUSAFE 


Maj Gen Bradley 
New Vice CINCUSAFE 
and Chief of Staff 


ORGANIZATION 


Move of 
Headquarters USAFE 


1953 


116,284 (9,494 officers; 75,775 enlisted; 
11,410 US civilians; and 19,605 European 
nationals). 


1,509 (B-26, B-29, B-45, F-84G, F-86, C-45, 
C-47, C-54, C-117, C-119, C-121, RB-17, 
RB-26, RC-47, RF-80, L-5, L-20, H-19, SA-16, 
T-6, T-33, TB-26, VC-47, and VC-54). 


Third Air Force, England; Twelfth Air Force, 
Germany; and Seventeenth Air Force, Morocco. 


14 (six fighter-bomber wings, one fighter- 
interceptor wing, two bomb wings, two tacti- 
cal reconnaissance wings, and three troop 
carrier wings), plus three interceptor 
squadrons. 


20 primary installations. 


Lt Gen William H. Tunner became Commander in 
Chief on 27 July, replacing Gen Lauris 
Norstad who was reassigned as Air Deputy of 
Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers’ in 
Europe (SHAPE), the NATO Headquarters. The 
command of AAFCE was given to a British air 
officer. 


Maj Gen Mark E. Bradley, Jr., became Vice 
Commander in Chief and Chief of Staff on 
7 August, replacing Maj Gen Truman H. 
Landon who was reassigned. 


In mid-December, Headquarters USAFE moved 
to Lindsey AS in Wiesbaden, Germany, from 
the downtown government buildings it had 
occupied since 1945. 


Activation of 
Seventeenth Air Force 


Move of the 
Twelfth Air Force 
and Fourth ATAF 


OPERATIONS 


Project Native Son 


Humanitarian Operations 
Nether lands 


Operation Kinderlift 


27 
1953 


On 25 April, Seventeenth Air Force was acti- 
vated at Rabat, French Morocco. The com- 
mand's operational responsibilities were 
further increased by acquisition of Wheelus 
Field, Tripoli, Libya, and Dhahran Air- 
field, Saudi Arabia. 


In April, Headquarters Twelfth Air Force 
moved from Wiesbaden to Ramstein, Germany, 
one of the new bases being constructed in 
the French Zone. During the same time, 
Headquarters Fourth ATAF moved from 
Landsberg to Trier, also in the French Zone. 


In a move to secure "more defense for less 
money," the Department of the Air Force 
announced on 10 July a new policy of "uti- 
lizing native personnel in lieu of US citi- 
zens in overseas areas." 


Early in the year, USAFE rendered flood 
disaster aid to England and the Netherlands. 
This was a first in this category of disas- 
ter relief. The command also provided 
earthquake aid to Turkey and the Ionian 
Islands, Greece, another first in this cate- 
gory of disaster relief. 


In August, USAFE began Operation Kinderlift 
which annually, from 1953 to 1958, flew 
underprivileged West Berlin children to 
West Germany for summer vacations in German 
and American homes. 
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ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As_of December) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


ORGANIZATION 


Reorganization of 
Headquarters USAFE 


USAFE Paris Office 


1954 


121,365 (11,415 officers; 67,645 enlisted; 
21,817 US civilians; and 20,488 European 
nationals). 


2,132 (B-26, B-29, B-45, B-47, F-84, F-86, 
RB-26, RB-45, RB-57, RC-47, RF-80, C-47, 
C-54, C-97, C-117, C-119, C-121, VC-47, 
vC-54, T-6, T-33, TB-17, TB-26, TB-29, MK-4, 
ET-33, H-19, SA-16, L-5, L-18, and L-20) 
plus 114 Matador missiles. 


Third Air Force, England; Twelfth Air Force, 
Germany; Seventeenth Air Force, Morocco; 
Air Materiel Force, Europe; and 322d Air 
Division, Germany. 


16 (six fighter-bomber wings, two fighter- 
interceptor wings, two bomb wings, two tac- 
tical reconnaissance wings, and three troop 
carrier wings), plus two missile squadrons 
and three interceptor squadrons. 


33 primary installations. 


Lt Gen William H. Tunner, USAFE Commander in 
Chief. 


Maj Gen Mark E. Bradley, Jr., USAFE Vice 
Commander in Chief and Chief of Staff. 


On 1 July Headquarters USAFE adopted a 
deputy-directorate system to replace the 
A-staff system. This reorganization was 
necessary to align the structure of the 
headquarters with that of Air Force Head- 
quarters and to elevate the stature and 
authority of the staff with respect to 
USAFE's major subordinate commands. 


A USAFE liaison office was established in 
Paris to assist the command in carrying out 
its responsibilities both in France and 
French Morocco. 


Activation of 322d AD 


Activation of Air 


Materiel Force 


Eastern Mediterranean 
Units 


2d AD Reassigned 


OPERATIONS 


Dispersal Program 


Stationing in 
Netherlands 


First Guided Missile 


Humanitarian Operations 


29 
1954 


On 1 March, the 322d Air Division (Combat 
Cargo) was activated as USAFE's airlift 
support arm. It moved from Wiesbaden to 
Ramstein on 23 March. 


Air Materiel Force, Europe, was organized at 
Lindsey AS on 1 March and later relocated to 
Chateauroux AS, France. 


In April the 7206th Air Base Squadron was 
activated at Athens, Greece, with detach- 
ments in Italy and Turkey. 


On 1 March the 2d Air Division, which had 
been a Twelfth Air Force "paper" unit, was 
reorganized, assigned to Seventeenth Air 
Force, and stationed at Dhahran Airfield, 
Saudi Arabia, to train that country's air 
force. 


USAFE developed plans to disperse its air- 
craft by assigning squadrons away from home 
base of the parent wing. The purpose was to 
complicate the Soviet targeting problem 
while still retaining an operational sortie 
capability. 


On 16 November the 512th Fighter-Day Squad- 
ron moved from England to Soesterberg AB, 
Netherlands. This was the first time a US 
military unit had been stationed in that 
country during peacetime. 


On 20 May the first Matador surface-to- 
surface guided missiles arrived in-theater, 
making USAFE a pioneer in the application of 
the mixed-force concept of manned and 
unmanned weapon systems. The pioneer unit 
was the lst Pilotless Bomber Squadron at 
Hahn AB, Germany. The first Matador train- 
ing launch occurred near Wheelus Airfield, 
Libya, on 25 October. 


Flood disaster aid was extended to Syria and 
Iraq and earthquake recovery assistance was 
given to Larissa, Greece, and Orleansville, 
Algeria. In January, an avalanche struck 
the mountainous area near Blons, Austria; 
USAFE evacuated 68 persons from the disaster 
area and flew in relief supplies and commu- 
nications equipment. 
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ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As_of December) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


Colonel McNickle 
New Chief of Staff 


ORGANIZATION 


Inactivation of Tulln 


Air Base 


Organization of TUSLOG 


1955 


136,475 (11,696 officers; 79,738 enlisted; 
5,159 US civilians; and 39,882 European 
nationals). 


2,096 (B-26, B-29, B-45, B-57, F-84, F-86, 
F-100, RB-26, RB-45, RB-57, RC-47, RF-80, 
RF-84, KB-29, C-47, C-54, C-97, C-117, 
C-119, C-121, C-131, VC-47, VC-54, T-33, 
TB-26, TB-29, MK-4, ET-33, H-19, SA-16, 
L-18, and L-20) plus 114 Matador missiles. 


Third Air Force, England; Twelfth Air 
Force, Germany; Seventeenth Air Force, 
Morocco; Air Materiel Force, Europe; 322d 
Air Division, Germany; and TUSLOG, Turkey. 


16 (six fighter-bomber wings, two fighter- 
interceptor wings, two bomb wings, two tac- 
tical reconnaissance wings, and three troop 
carrier wings) plus two missile squadrons 
and three interceptor squadrons. 


32 primary installations. 


Lt Gen William H. Tunner, USAFE Commander in 
Chief. 


Col Melvin F. McNickle was assigned as Chief 
of Staff effective 12 December, succeeding 
Maj Gen Mark E. Bradley, Jr., who continued 
as USAFE Vice Commander in Chief. 


With the negotiation and ratification of a 
peace treaty with Austria, the Allied occu- 
pation of that country came to an end and 
the US withdrew from Tulln AB~- on 
30 September. 


In December 1954 a Seventeenth Air Force 
Advanced Echelon had deployed to Turkey to 
carry out the USAFE support responsibili- 
ties. At the insistence of the Turkish 
Government, this organization was replaced 
in the spring of 1955 by a redesignated 
organization known. as The US Logistics 
Group (TUSLOG). 


OPERATIONS 


New German 
Air Force 


Humanitarian Operations 


3] 


1955 


As a part of the command's expanding MDAP 
mission, USAFE began supporting the equip- 
ping and training of a new German Air Force. 


During the year, USAFE gave flood recovery 
assistance in the Rhineland area of Germany 
and earthquake recovery aid to Valles, 
Greece. A destructive hailstorm struck 
Lyons, France, on 27 August. USAFE deliv- 
ered 100,000 sq ft of canvas tarpaulin to be 
used as temporary cover for factory roofs. 
This helped avert unemployment at the 
damaged plants. 
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ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As of December) 


Personnel Assigned 
Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


Maj Gen H.B. Thatcher 
New Vice CINCUSAFE 


Col Miller 
New Chief of Staff 
ORGANIZATION 


Change in USAFE 
Mission 


Move of Seventeenth 
Air Force 


1956 


113,477 (10,386 officers; 69,024 enlisted; 
2,709 US civilians; and 24,423 European 
nationals). 


2,027 (972 fighters, 204 bombers, 453 cargo, 
and 398 other aircraft). 


Third Air Force, England; Twelfth Air Force, 
Germany; Seventeenth Air Force, Libya; 322d 
Air Division, France; TUSLOG, Turkey; and 
USAFE Training Headquarters (Provisional). 


17 (six fighter-bomber wings, two fighter- 
interceptor wings, two bomb wings, two tac- 
tical reconnaissance wings, one fighter-day 
wing, one tactical missile wing, and three 
troop carrier wings), plus three intercep- 
tor squadrons. 


32 primary installations. 


Lt Gen William H. Tunner, USAFE Commander in 
Chief. 


On 16 July Maj Gen Herbert B. Thatcher 
became USAFE Vice Commander in Chief, 
replacing Maj Gen Mark E. Bradley, Jdr., who 
was reassigned. 


Colonel Edwin B. Miller, Jdr., was named 
Chief of Staff effective 23 May, succeeding 
Col Melvin F. McNickle, who was reassigned. 


On 1 July USAFE was disestablished as a 
JCS-specified command and these responsi- 
bilities were transferred to USCINCEUR. 
This ended CINCUSAFE's direct relationship 
with the JCS through the Department of the 
Air Force for the performance of missions 
outside the jurisdiction of USCINCEUR. 


On 1 August, Seventeenth Air Force moved 
from Rabat AB, Morocco, to Wheelus AB, 
Libya. In its place, Detachment 2 of Head- 
quarters USAFE was activated at Rabat to 
care for USAFE interests in Morocco. 


Formation of 701st 
Tactical Missile Wing 


OPERATIONS 


First of the Century 
Series Aircraft 


New Reconnaissance 
Bomber Arrives 


First German Pilots 
Graduate 


Second Arab-Israeli 
War 


Humanitarian Operations 


Hungary 


Austria 
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1956 


On 15 September the Matador missile squad- 
rons at Hahn, Bitburg, and Sembach ABs, 
Germany, were collectively reassigned to 
the newly activated 70lst Tactical Missile 
Wing, the first missile wing in the Air 
Force. 


On 12 March the first F-100Cs arrived at 
Bitburg AB, Germany. 


In November the first RB-66s began arriving 
in-theater to replace RB-45s and RB-57s. 


On 24 September, the first ten jet pilots of 
the new German Air Force trained by USAFE 
received their wings at Furstenfeldbruck 
AB, Germany. 


In September, USAFE C-124s ferried 226 tons 
of supplies and equipment and 1,196 United 
Nations troops to a staging area at Naples, 
Italy, from where they were rushed to the 
Gaza Strip of the Egyptian-Israeli border as 
a UN truce force. Secondly, USAFE aircraft, 
along with US naval vessels, cooperated in 
evacuating American citizens fleeing from 
the turbulent Middle East area. Nearly 500 
were taken from Tel Aviv, Damascus, and 
Amman to Athens and some on to Rome. 


Following the Hungarian Revolt, USAFE fur- 
nished extensive logistic support’ for 
Operation Safe Haven I. Some 9,700 Hun- 
garian refugees were airlifted to new homes 
in the US during the period 11 Dec 56-2 Jan 
ST 


USAFE was called on to help airlift emer- 
gency supplies to Austria for use in relief 
of victims of the Hungarian uprising. A 
C-119 flew an iron lung and five tons of 
medical supplies from England to Vienna. 
Later, bedding and mess gear for 5,000 per- 
sons were hauled from Germany and France to 
Munich for rail shipment to Vienna. 
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Greece 


Turkey 


Lebanon 


Iran 


1956 


The worst snowstorm to hit the Mediterranean 
region in the 20th century occurred in 
February. Three C-119s paradropped 104,000 
lbs of food and clothing to suffering Greeks 
snowbound in rugged mountain regions after 
an appeal for help from the US Ambassador to 
Greece. Next came Operation Snowbound when 
USAFE transports carried some 700,000 Ibs of 
food, clothing, and blankets from Germany to 
thousands of cold and hungry Italians, 
Sicilians, and Sardinians who had been cut 
off from normal food and fuel supplies. 


In mid-March C-119s flew 178,000 lbs of 
rice, cheese, butter, and dry milk and 125 
tents to destitute families in Turkey which 
had been stricken by earthquakes, floods, 
and fires. 


Later in March, USAFE aircraft rushed 37,000 
lbs of blankets, tents, and medical supplies 
to victims of earthquakes in Lebanon. 
Flights originated at Dhahran, Saudia 
Arabia, and Nouasseur, Morocco. 


In the spring similar aid was given for 
flood recovery assistance in Tehran, Iran. 


ASSIGNED RESOURCES 


(As_of December) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 


Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 
COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


Gen Everest 
New CINCUSAFE 


New Chiefs of Staff 
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1957 


103,503 (10,571 officers; 69,853 enlisted; 
2,504 US civilians; and 20,575 European 
nationals). 


2,021 (F-84F, RF-84F, F-86D/F/H, F-100A/C/ 
D/F, RB-26, TB-26, KB-29, B-45, KB-50, 
RB-50, B-57B/C/E, RB-57, RB-66B/C, WB-66D, 
C-119C, C-119G, C-123, C-130, TB-61, H-21, 
C-47, VC-7, SC-47, C-54, vVC-54, C-117, 
C-121, C-131, C-97, T-28, T-29, T-33, T-34, 
L-20, SH-19, and MK-4) plus 219 Matador 
missiles. 


Third Air Force, England; Twelfth Air Force, 
Germany; Seventeenth Air Force, Libya; 2d 
Air Division, Arabia; 322d Air Division, 
France; TUSLOG, Turkey; and USAFE Training 
Headquarters (Provisional). 


16 (six fighter-bomber wings, two fighter- 
interceptor wings, two bomb wings, two tac- 
tical reconnaissance wings, one fighter-day 
wing, one tactical missile wing, and two 
troop carrier wings), plus three intercep- 
tor squadrons. 


32 primary installations. 


General Frank F. Everest, USAFE Commander in 
Chief, effective 1 July, replaced Lt Gen 
William H. Tunner, who was reassigned to 
command the Military Air Transport Service 
(MATS). 


Maj Gen Herbert B. Thatcher, Vice Commander 
in Chief. 


Brig Gen Albert P. Clark became Chief of 
Staff in June replacing Col Edwin B. 
Miller, Jr., who was reassigned. General 
Clark, in turn, was replaced by Brig Gen 
Joseph R. Holzapple on 15 November. 
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ORGANIZATION 


Headquarters USAFE 
ADVON Organized 


OPERATIONS 


New Cargo Aircraft 


Assumption of 
GAF Training 


Humanitarian Operations 
Hungary 


North Africa 


1957 


The major functions of USAFE and Twelfth Air 
Force were consolidated on 10 November. The 
Twelfth at Ramstein AB, Germany, became 
USAFE's Advanced Headquarters. It included 
USAFE staff functions, communications, and 
combat intelligence functions. At the same 
time, CINCUSAFE was named as commander of 
the Fourth ATAF and the latter unit was 
moved from Trier to Ramstein. The numerical 
designation of Twelfth Air Force was moved 
to Waco, Texas, on 1 January 1958. 


During the year the C-130 Hercules transport 
was introduced into the USAFE inventory. 
Likewise, the C-131 Samaritan was intro- 
duced for aeromedical evacuation. 


On 1 October, USAFE assumed responsibility 
for training of German Air Force units, a 
responsibility previously of the US Mili- 
tary Assistance Advisory Group in Bonn. 


From January-July, 4,616 more Hungarians 
were flown from Europe to new homes in the 
US under Operation Safe Haven II. 


Some 400,000 Ibs of insecticide were flown 
from Morocco to Tunisia, 27-29 June, to help 
combat what was described as the "worst 
locust plague in history." 


ASSIGNED RESOURCES 


(As_of December ) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


Maj Gen Timberlake 
New Vice CINCUSAFE 


Col Daly 
New Chief of Staff 


ORGANIZATION 


DoD Reorganization 
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1958 


87,082 (8,956 officers; 57,612 enlisted; 
2,524 US civilians; and 17,990 European 
nationals). 


1,011 (B-66B, F-84F, F-100C/D/F, F-101A/C, 
F-86D, RB-66B/C, RF-84, RF-101C, WB-66D, 
C-54, C-119, C-124, C-130, C-131, KB-29P, 
and KB-50J). 


Third Air Force, England; Seventeenth Air 
Force, Libya; 2d Air Division, Arabia; 322d 
Air Division, France; and TUSLOG, Turkey. 


11 (six tactical fighter wings, two tactical 
reconnaissance wings, one fighter- 
interceptor wing, one tactical bomber wing, 
and one tactical missile wing) plus two 
interceptor squadrons, 


27 primary installations. 


General Frank F. Everest, USAFE Commander in 
Chief. 


On 1 April Maj Gen Herbert B. Thatcher was 
reassigned from his position as USAFE Vice 
Commander in Chief. The position remained 
vacant until 1 July when Maj Gen Edward J. 
Timberlake was appointed. 


On 20 May Col William T. Daly became Chief 
of Staff, replacing Brig Gen Joseph R. 
Holzapple, who was reassigned. 


The Department of Defense (DoD) Reorganiza- 
tion Act and concurrent revision of the JCS 
Unified Command Plan (UCP) stipulated that 
USCINCEUR was responsible to the Secretary 
of Defense and the JCS for the military con- 
trol and operation of USAF forces assigned 
to him. Thus CINCUSAFE, as a component 
commander in the UCP, became responsible for 
USCINCEUR for both uniservice and joint 
matters of an operational nature. On the 
other hand, CINCUSAFE remained responsible 
to the USAF Chief of Staff for the adminis- 
tration, training, and support of USAF units 
assigned to USCINCEUR. 
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Reduction of TUSLOG 


OPERATIONS 
Arrival of F-101s 


Lebanon Crisis 


1958 


As a component commander, CINCUSAFE was 
responsible to USCINCEUR for the following 
geographical areas: Norway, Denmark, the 
United Kingdom, Western Germany, France, 
Italy, Greece, Turkey, the Mediterranean 
Islands (excluding the Balearics), the 
Algerian Departments of France, and the 
territorial waters adjacent to these coun- 
tries. 


As the commander of a major air command, 
CINCUSAFE had a wide range of responsibili- 
ties in all of continental Europe, except 
Spain, Scandinavia, the United Kingdom, 
Portugal, Turkey, the Mediterranean 
Islands, the Middle East including the 
Levant States, India, Pakistan, and Ceylon. 


On 15 August, USCINCEUR assigned responsi- 
bility for the European Command air defense 
mission to CINCUSAFE including operational 
control of US Army air defense surface-to- 
air missile units. 


Headquarters TUSLOG was reduced to a token 
force of 12 officers and one enlisted man 
during 1958 for reasons of economy. 


McDonnell F-101 Voodoo aircraft began 
arriving in USAFE in January. 


In mid-July response to the Lebanon Crisis 
called for an airlift which moved US troops 
and supplies from bases in Germany to the 
Middle East. Some 2,000 troops and 7,900 
passengers were carried. Over 4-1/2 million 
lbs of equipment were transported, includ- 
ing a complete 100-bed hospital weighing 
more than 380,000 lbs and its 179-man medi- 
cal staff, all within 12 hours. 


ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As_of December) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 
COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


Gen F.H. Smith, Jr. 
New CINCUSAFE 


Maj Gen J.F. Carrol] 
New Chief of Staff 
ORGANIZATION 


Reorganization of 
Command Headquarters 
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1959 


87,860 (8,594 officers; 58,329 enlisted; 
2,638 US civilians; and 18,299 European 
nationals). 


1,635 (F-86D, F-100C, F-102, TF-102, KB-50, 
C-121A, C-47A, and SH-19) plus 120 Matador 
missiles and 60 Mace missiles. 


Third Air Force, England; Seventeenth Air 
Force, Germany; 2d Air Division, Arabia; 
322d Air Division, France; and TUSLOG, 
Turkey. 


11 (six tactical fighter wings, two tacticai 
reconnaissance wings, one fighter- 
interceptor wing, one tactical bomber wing, 
and one tactical missile wing) plus two 
interceptor squadrons. 


23 primary installations. 


On 1 August Gen Frederick H. Smith, Jdr., 
became USAFE Commander in Chief, replacing 
Gen Frank F. Everest, who was reassigned as 
Commander of TAC. 


Maj Gen Edward J. Timberlake, Vice Commander 
in Chief. 


Maj Gen Joseph F. Carroll replaced Col 
William T. Daly as Chief of Staff in 
October. 


On 15 November Headquarters USAFE was 
reconsolidated at Lindsey Air Station, 
Wiesbaden, Germany, and the positions of 
Deputy Commander, USAFE ADVON, at Ramstein 
Air Base and REAR at Lindsey Air Station 
were abolished. The 7100th Support Group at 
Wiesbaden Air Base was redesignated as the 
7101st Air Base Wing and assigned directly 
to Headquarters USAFE. Relieved from 
assignment to Seventeenth Air Force and 
reverting to Headquarters USAFE direct 
control were TUSLOG in Turkey, the 316th Air 
Division (Defense) in Morocco, the Moroccan 
Liaison Office at Rabat, and the 7272d Air 
Base Wing (USAFE Weapons Center) at Wheelus 
Air Base, Libya. 
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Relocation of 
Atomic-Capable Units 


Move of the 
Seventeenth Air Force 


New Responsibilities 
for TUSLOG 


OPERATIONS 
Arrival of F-102 


Arrival of 
Mace Missiles 


1959 


In July SACEUR-USCINCEUR directed the with- 
drawal of the atomic-capable USAFE 48th, 
49th, and 50th Tactical Fighter Wings (TFWs) 
from the air bases at Chaumont, Etain, and 
Toul-Rosieres in France under Project RED 
RICHARD. The USAFE RED RICHARD unit reloca- 
tions began on 10 July and were completed 
with movement of the 48th TFW from Chaumont 
to RAF Station Lakenheath, England, on 
15 January 1960. These moves were due to 
the refusal of France's President Charles de 
Gaulle to grant US atomic storage rights 
there. 


As a result of the RED RICHARD relocations, 
USAFE acquired four SAC air bases in 
England. Bruntingthorpe, Chelveston, and 
Mildenhall passed to USAFE control on 
1 September and Lakenheath on 1 October. 


Headquarters Seventeenth Air Force was dis- 
continued at Wheelus Air Base, Libya, and 
reconstituted at  Ramstein Air Base, 
Germany, on 15 November, to assume command 
of all USAFE Central Area units except those 
reporting directly to Headquarters USAFE or 
located in Italy. 


In August TUSLOG became a subordinate com- 
mand of USAFE and assumed operational con- 
trol of the TAC rotational fighter squadrons 
at Incirlik Air Base, Turkey, and command of 
the 7206th Support Group at Athens, Greece, 
in addition to the support responsibilities 
in Turkey which had been previously assigned 
to TUSLOG. 


In January USAFE pilots at Bitburg AB, 
Germany, began converting to newly arrived 
Convair F-102 Delta Dagger interceptor 
aircraft. 


The TM-76 Mace began entering the USAFE 
inventory on 7 August, replacing the TM-61 
Matador missile. 


Phaseout of 
Older Aircraft 


Humanitarian Operations 


4] 


1959 


F-84F and RF-84Fs were phased out as F-101A/ 
Cs were phased in. The KB-29s were phased 
out in conjunction with the F-84s. The 
F-86Ds were phased out as F-102s were phased 
in. 


On the night of 4 December, after five days 
of very heavy rains, the Malpasset Dam burst 
near the small French Riviera city of 
Frejus. It left 323 dead and more than 200 
persons missing amidst mammoth property 
damage. Within 48 hours requests were 
received for blankets and rations for the 
homeless and boots for French rescue 
workers. Among the aid which poured in to 
the stricken community, a USAFE C-119 air- 
lifted 2,000 blankets, two tons of 
C-rations, fresh milk, and 200 pairs of 
boots. 
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ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As_of December ) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


New Chiefs of Staff 


1960 


87,661 (8,988 officers; 57,342 enlisted; 
2,827 US civilians; and 18,504 European 
nationals). 


1,338 (KB-50, B-57B/C/E, RB-57, B-66B, 
RB-66B/C, F-100C/D/F, F-101A/C, RF-101C, 
F-102A, TF-102A, C-45, C-47, C-54, C-97, 
C-117, C-119G, C-121, C-130, C-131, SH-19B, 
H-21B, L-20, CT-29, and T-133A) plus 60 
Matador and 72 Mace missiles. 


Third Air Force, England; Seventeenth Air 
Force, Germany; 2d Air Division, Arabia; 
65th Air Division, Spain; 86th Air Division, 
Germany; 322d Air Division, France; and 
TUSLOG, Turkey. 


10 (six tactical fighter wings, two tactical 
reconnaissance wings, one bomb wing, and one 
tactical missile wing) plus seven intercep- 
tor squadrons. 


31 primary installations. 


Gen Frederick H. Smith, USAFE Commander in 
Chief. 


Maj Gen Edward J. Timberlake, USAFE Vice 
Commander in Chief. 


On 12 January Col William T. Daly became 
Chief of Staff, replacing Maj Gen Joseph F. 
Carroll who was reassigned. On 1 March Maj 
Gen Edward J. Timberlake was assigned addi- 
tional duty as Chief of Staff, replacing 
Colonel Daly, who was reassigned. On 
5 April, Maj Gen Harvey T. Alress became 
Chief of Staff and General Timberlake no 
longer had the additional duty. 


ORGANIZATION 


Mission Concepts 


Inactivation of 
316th Air Division 


Transfer of 65th 
Air Division 


Activation of 
86th Air Division 


OPERATIONS 
U-2 Shootdown 


Humanitarian Operations 
Agadir Earthquake 
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1960 


On 22 June USCINCEUR designated CINCUSAFE 
as the component commander responsible for 
the determination of air traffic control 
policies and the conduct of necessary nego- 
tiations with European nations on behalf of 
the US forces in Europe. 


In even less ambiguous terms than preceding 
editions, the formal USAFE mission state- 
ment, published in September, defined the 
command's primary mission as being to con- 
duct, control, and coordinate offensive and 
defensive air operations “in accordance 
with tasks assigned by USCINCEUR." 


On 1 April the 316th Air Division, which had 
been responsible for the air defense of SAC 
bases in Morocco, was inactivated. 


On 1.July the 65th Air Division in Spain, 
formerly a part of SAC, was transferred to 
USAFE. 


On 18 November the 86th Fighter-Interceptor 
Wing was redesignated as the 86th Air Divi- 
sion (Defense). 


Francis Gary Powers, a government contract 
pilot, was shot down near Sverdlovsk, 
Russia, on 1 May while flying a U-2 recon- 
naissance mission from Incirlik, Turkey. 
Such missions were halted shortly there- 
after. 


USAFE transport aircraft, on 29 February, 
began airlifting US Army Engineer troops and 
rescue equipment to the scene of an earth- 
quake disaster at Agadir, Morocco. DoD per- 
sonnel cooperated with local authorities in 
helping clear the city and rescue trapped 
victims, in establishing living quarters, 
and providing food and clothing for the sur- 
vivors. 
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Congo Airlift 


Pakistan Cyclones 


1960 


On 15 July, at the United Nations' request, 
USAFE and MATS began airlifting UNEF troops 
and cargo to the strife-torn former Belgian 
Congo. In the first 12 months of this air- 
lift, USAFE C-130s and MATS C-124s ferried 
almost 38,000 United Nations troops from 19 
countries and more than 14 million pounds of 
cargo to and from the Congo in 1,106 sor- 
ties. The average round trip distance for 
the C-130s was about 8,878 miles. 


East Pakistan was devastated by two cyclones 
on 10 October and 31 October. It was 
reported the cyclones and associated tidal 
waves resulted in deaths estimated at 
between 4,000 and 15,000, and leaving an 
estimated 100,000 Pakistanis homeless. In 
Support of the US emergency relief effort, 
the JCS, on 6 November, directed the EUCOM 
commander in Europe to release 77.4 tons of 
supplies. These assets consisted of 25,000 
blankets, 20 tons of bleaching powder (for 
water purification), 1.5 million sulfadia- 
zine tablets, and 39,500 antimalaria tab- 
lets. Between 7-11 November, six USAFE 
C-130s had completed the airlift of 6,000 
miles, the longest one-way haul ever per- 
formed by the 322d Air Division. 


ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As_of December ) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 
COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


General Landon 
New CINCUSAFE 


Maj Gen Alress 
New Vice CINCUSAFE 


Maj Gen Puryear 
New Chief of Staff 


ORGANIZATION 


Additional Wings 
Activated 
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1961 


98,932 (9,569 officers; 67,909 enlisted; 
3,024 US civilians; and 18,430 European 
nationals). 


1,595 (KB-50, B-57B/C/E, RB-57, B-66B, 
RB-66B/C, F-100C/D/F, F-101A/C, RF-100C, 
F-102A, TF-102, F-105D, C-130, F-84F, 
RF-84F, F-104A/B, F-86H, H-19, H-21, L-20, 
T-29, T-33, C-45, C-47, C-54, C-97, C-117, 
C-118, C-121, and C-131) plus 44 Matador and 
72 Mace missiles. 


Third Air Force, England; Seventeenth Air 
Force, Germany; 2d Air Division, Arabia; 
65th Air Division, Spain; 86th Air Division, 
Germany; 322d Air Division, France; and 
TUSLOG, Turkey. 


16 (seven tactical fighter wings, two tacti- 
cal reconnaissance wings, one bomb wing, one 
tactical missile wing, and five tactical 
wings) plus six interceptor squadrons. 


32 primary installations. 


On 1 July, Gen Truman H. Landon was assigned 
as USAFE Commander in Chief, replacing Gen 
Frederick H. Smith, Jr., who was reassigned. 


General Landon had also been USAFE Vice Com- 
mander in Chief and Chief of Staff during 
1952-1953. 


On 1 August, Maj Gen Harvey T. Alress became 
USAFE Vice Commander in Chief, replacing Maj 
Gen Edward J. Timberlake, who was reas- 
signed. 


Also on 1 August, Maj Gen Romulus W. Puryear 
was named Chief of Staff, replacing Maj Gen 
Harvey T. Alress who became USAFE Vice Com- 
mander in Chief. 


To control units of the Air National Guard 
deployed to Europe late in 1961, USAFE acti- 
vated an additional tactical fighter wing 
and five tactical wings. 
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Transfer of Tactical 
Control to Seventeenth 
Air Force 


Phasedown of 
2d Air Division 


OPERATIONS 


Berlin Crisis Response 


Arrival of 
First F-105 


Humanitarian Operations 


Flood Disaster Aid 


Congo Airlift 


Fire Disaster 
in Yemen 


1961 


On 1 July the control of USAFE tactical 
wings in England was transferred from Third 
Air Force to Seventeenth Air Force. The 
Third Air Force continued to function, how- 
ever, as the point of contact in Great 
Britain for policy matters and area support 
concerning USAF. 


The 2d Air Division was phased down and its 
training mission completed at Dhahran Air- 
field, Saudi Arabia, by 31 December. 


The Kennedy Administration's policy of 
developing a strategy of graduated, flex- 
ible response to aggression led to plans to 
improve conventional forces. The new strat- 
egy met a severe test late in 1961, begin- 
ning on 13 August, when the Soviets put up 
the Berlin Wall as a challenge to the four- 
power status of the city. The deployment of 
eight TAC squadrons to Europe, and their 
replacement in October by eleven squadrons 
of the Air National Guard, served to augment 
USAFE's conventional strength. Seventeenth 
Air Force activated five additional bases in 
France. The transatlantic deployment to 
these bases -in October involved 200 air- 
craft, mainly F-84s and F-86s. In addition, 
F-104 units went to Spain and Germany. 


The first Republic F-105 Thunderchiefs 
arrived in-theater on 30 June. 


During the year USAFE assisted flood vic- 
tims in Jordan, Libya, Somaliland, and 
Kenya. In the latter case, USAFE aircraft 
participated in hazardous low-level air- 
drops of food in the stricken area. 


In October USAFE completed flying airlift 
missions to the troubled former Belgian 
Congo. MATS continued such missions for two 
more years. 


In the spring the JCS directed relief 
assistance be furnished the fire-ravaged 
area of El Hudaydah, Yemen. USAFE C-130s 
airlifted 3,000 blankets and relief sup- 
plies to the devastated region. 


ASSIGNED RESOURCES 
(As_of December) 


Personnel Assigned 


Aircraft Assigned 


Major Subordinate 
Commands 


Tactical Units 


Bases 


COMMAND LEADERSHIP 


Lt Gen Montgomery 
New Vice CINCUSAFE 


ORGANIZATION 


Discontinuance of 
2d Air Division 


Discontinuance of 
Tactical Wings 
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1962 


85,085 (8,594 officers; 54,311 enlisted; 
3,161 US civilians; and 19,019 European 
nationals). 


1,426 (KB-50J, B-57B/C/E, RB-57, B-66B, 
RB-66B/C, F-100C/D/F, F-101A/C, RF-101C, 
F-102A, TF-102A, F-105D, C-130, F-84F, 
UH-19, CH-21, U-6A, T-29, T-33, T-39, C-47, 
C-54, C-97, C-117, C-118, C-121, and C-131) 
plus 90 Mace missiles. 


Third Air Force, England; Seventeenth Air 
Force, Germany; 65th Air Division, Spain; 
86th Air Division, Germany; 322d Air Divi- 
sion, France; and TUSLOG, Turkey. 


10 (seven tactical fighter wings, two tacti- 
cal reconnaissance wings, and one tactical 
missile wing) plus six interceptor squad- 
rons. 


Total not available but about 30 primary 
installations. 


Gen Truman H. Landon, USAFE Commander in 
Chief. 


On 18 August, Lt Gen Richard M. Montgomery 
was assigned as USAFE Vice Commander in 
Chief, replacing Lt Gen Harvey T. Alress, 
who was reassigned. 


Maj Gen Romulus W. Puryear, Chief of Staff 
to 15 August when he became Third Air Force 
Commander. The Chief of Staff position 
remained vacant for the remainder of the year. 


On 1 April the 2d Air Division at Dhahran 
Airfield, Saudi Arabia, was discontinued. 


Between July and September, Air National 
Guard units were redeployed to the US. Con- 
sequently, the five USAFE tactical wings in 
France which supported them were discon- 
tinued. 
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OPERATIONS 


Turnover of 
Jupiter Site 


Arrival of 
First T-39 


Border War, 
India-China 


Humanitarian Operations 


North German 
Flood Disaster 


Flood in Libya 


Earthquake in Iran 


1962 


On 22 October USAFE turned over SM-78 Jupi- 
ter Intermediate Range Ballistic Missile 
launch position four to the Turkish Air 
Force maintenance and operation. This was 
the first Jupiter launch position to be 
assigned to the Turks. 


The first USAFE T-39 jet transport arrived 
at Wiesbaden AB on 17 July. 


In November India requested airlift assist- 
ance to transport supplies to airfields near 
the northern border of India where Communist 
Chinese troops had intruded. Twelve USAFE 
C-130s served on this mission for several 
months. 


On 17 February devastating floods inundated 
the north German coastal region around 
Hamburg. USAFE responded to an appeal for 
assistance with supplies, blankets, cloth- 
ing, and equipment to aid the flood victims. 


On 15 March the USAFE unit at Wheelus Air 
Base, Libya, provided emergency assistance 
to victims of the flooded area around 
Tripoli. 


On 1 September a violent earthquake devas- 
tated vast areas of northwestern Iran. 
USAFE was directed to provide the airlift 
for trailers, tents, blankets, and supplies 
as well as two turbojet helicopters. 
Included were an evacuation hospital with 
150 beds and 200 medical corpsmen dispatched 
to Tehran. 


